
 

 

 
A time capsule and ribbon cutting are part of the dedication ceremony for Winegard ES 

Seven new schools hold virtual dedications 

May 12, 2021 – When the pandemic made it impossible to hold new school dedications in the 
traditional way, seven Orange County Public Schools pivoted to a different format – virtual 
dedications. Starting Friday and continuing through May 21, each school will stop at a 
designated time to watch a dedication video with ribbon cuttings, remarks from VIPs and special 
contributions from students.  

Three of the schools – Summerlake, Sunshine and Vista Pointe elementaries -- were new for 
the 2020-21 school year, and four were replacements of aging campuses -- Pinar, Rolling Hills 
and Winegard elementary schools and Magnolia School, a middle/high school for students with 
physical, cognitive and other disabilities.  

In total the projects represent a $255.7 million investment in students by Orange County 
taxpayers. As Superintendent Barbara M. Jenkins tells the students in her remarks, “You are 
worth every penny.”  

Nine-year-old Antony Duran-Arias recites a poem in the dedication video for Pinar Elementary. 
The third-grader said his new school is spacious, and described the fully-equipped TV studio in 
the media center as “full of magical things.” 

His mother, Ninoska Arias, said the old 1975 Pinar campus initially made her question the 
school’s quality. The teachers and staff won her over, and now the campus reflects the school’s 



excellence, she said. “The people, the principal – and now the school looks beautiful inside and 
outside as well.”  

For footage from the dedication videos, please contact Lauren Roth, senior manager of 
Facilities Communications, at lauren.roth@ocps.net 

 
### 

OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement   

The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in 
its programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic 
information, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals 
at the Ronald Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 West Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance 
matters: Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Keshara Cowans; ADA Coordinator: Jay 
Cardinali; Section 504 Coordinator: Tajuana Lee-Wenze. (407.317.3200) 

 

 


